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of accumulating* sand, by means of the scour thua obtained* The
bridge is on the road from Combaconum to Triehinopoly, and is high-
ly xiscfxil; prior to its construction the road was often impassable at
this point for days and even weeks together. Tho weir itself like
many works of Native construction has a serpentine form, and the
bridge following this, presents a peculiar appearance. About four
miles to the east of this, at Coiladdy is another weir 100 yards long,
crossed by a good bridge.
A little to the westward of the grand annicut, and opposite to it,
the first groat irrigating channel of tho Oauvery Lakes off. It is called
the Vonnaxir. It is in fact rather a branch of tho Oauvery than a
channel, and irrigates about 300,000 acres of land. There had al-
ways boon great difficulty in securing to each branch its due propor-
tion of water, tho current sotting sometimes on tho head of tho Cau-
vory, and somotimos on the head of tho Vennaur, and alternately
deepening either bed, so that when tho freshes subsided, ono channel
woxxld bo foxmd blocked up with sancl, while tho other was very deep.
Froia year to year temporary expedients wore adopted, but failed
of any permanent effect. It was at length proposed to bxiild a low
dam, or rather a raised pavement across tho heads of both rivers, to
keep them on an equal level.
This work was constructed in. 1850 and 1851, and is altogether 623
yards in length exclusive of the wings, which divide tho two streams
and between which is a largo sluice at tho head of a great irrigating
channel. The total length from north to soxxth is 2,100 feet. There
is a narrow bridge on the dams, consisting of 48 arches of 30 feet
span with piers 10 toot high, and connecting the sluices, which are
lower in level by a foot than tho rest of the work, and serve to regu-
late the currents.
"When it is desired to throw in,to either river a larger body of watei4
than naturally flows towards its head, which can only bo necessary
in a very low state of the main stream, a row of planks is fixed in iron
hooks along the front of the dam in. the other head j the sluices of
which are also shut until a sufficient supply is considered to have
passed dowa to sustain, the crops, when the same method is adopted
with the other branch, and thus every part of the cultivated tod in
the province of Taujore may receive in turn a full share of the entire
the Oauvery, By these simple works the two rivers are